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                     SYRACUSE CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ED SMITH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Roof Replacement 
 

 
 
 

 

The Ed Smith Elementary School roofs offered 
numerous challenges: technical, aesthetic and 
historic.  The school is partially roofed in natural 
slate with exposed rafter tails, fitting comfortably 
into its residential setting.  A life cycle cost 
analysis for all materials being considered was 
performed. 
 
Included in the construction of the complex roof 
were: 
 

• Slate roofing 
• Flat-seamed copper roofing 
• Copper flashings 
• Pre-finished aluminum 
• Modified bitumen systems   
 

Historically significant features, such as the 
cupola, were replicated and clad in copper.  Wood 
and masonry repairs, new copper gutters and 
restoration of the historic stained-glass windows 
were also included. 
 

Plan showing  multiple, integrated roof systems 
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New standing seam copper, pre-finished 
aluminum & flat roofs 
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